
'fJ\eHQno,:ablec"S(nu)y·Perdue 
G.ovemor. . 
S.tate tSfGeorltf1 
103 StateC~ .ol 
AUantt,uA·:3C!i.34·09QO 

This is afollo, i','UPto the Januar-y ~~ 2003, letter fto~ -·SccreliU)' .Evans iegu.din; 'th£ ~uest from 
~ ::&o"'e:m~• ,ot:fic:cfoi • d~~tion pf .a commercl'w A,~ fiu1~c ofGe .~pa"s -'blue crab 
:~«; .ry.,p~~t to ·Scction~l2(.a)'ofth£ Ma~uson-Steveu:fisbaj, Ccms~rion ·And 

- ----~ - - ·.·...· i :6~J¥ a'.(inusph-'S1evcnsAr.."t), A h:Uc1 lo the pn:t ious sovernor wa:s-m.advcJ"tcntly 
~~-~ - ·-1i2003-:--.Jriiitifim>'f>ro1>1eat1ru-smar·~-c::ws~cS-

:0nbehalr of ihe-Scaerazy-.tbcNational MarineFishmes.S.erv.i.c:ehas revl~d lhc.:infQ1:m,?ltion 
)!oupro'1idc1knd otlicniata en the :1m~cdented declines m-the-.almnd'llnc~ofblue -i;:rabs'in 
Geol'a,ia.:wa~ :r11J1dUk -s_ignificzm~lo~s of .into.mt to -corru:nerc-iaJ flsbc:nnen. Our analysis hasJed 
~ -tpd-etmQirl:::t.•l -~ -b.luc::crab ti.$hc:ryhas -fflperjeMed a co~,-t ti~~ 1).ilu:e:duc 10 a 
fi.:shc!l!y-,rc19~ s~l~.~ -1a- ot mo~ like!y,_.natural (othcr,)ljsf: -iin~lc'qnined)cause's,, as -ideflned by
Seetion .3l2~ii: offhe-Magousan--StcV:ensAi:t . . . 

~~mncc: to address the c:ornmerclalfishery failure will depend :on.an -~l'<ipriAtioJ>.from 
Co~ea& .- If tppropria,ea, ,fw;nisreould be .used underS'eetion'.3 I:l(t.)fot-aetiv.lti'•s:to.ais~st ~~ 
econ:o-Dil~,.'IJ'ldsocialetrcets:ofUic .commctcial!ailur~. ;o.rlO ~ ::tli6filih~ ·«;pfevt:nt-• 
similar t'ail\llt;uuhe ·future;and 10 assist the att'CC1.cdli$hln(i .comm\mity. HQw.~.~ ~~y •IKb 
~'V)ty m\l,IJ.il,'Pl .e1,p~:tk.-siz.eor sGQ~ ofthe -~on.un«eil!lf.ti:il~~-inthebJue .~ fashro,or 
uu~od-.~ -~~•.ot gt:.ot,al1h:i-trcapm1:1. .F,urthcrmorc, the Fetlctal ahorc:of\the ;ea_st of'the
actM:ty iislimit~ 10·.75.J>elccnt of the total -g,$. 

I 11p~ec.ialcy ,)ur jnti:rest in thi's.important 'iNUe. 

~~- rr .~ fT~41CilL-· ,: ··.-,:rr:~~ ·~· ~--

Wi.lliam 'T. Hogartb..'P)l'~D. 

http:att'CC1.cd
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